
international attention to
the cause of nuclear 
disarmament. 

One of the camp’s more
interesting victories came
in 1992, when a suit filed by
protesters claiming that the
production of nuclear
weapons breaks interna-
tional law continued
through two jury trials. 

cies, Native American
tribes, and local govern-
ments to balance its test,
training, and readiness re-
quirements with responsi-
ble environmental steward-
ship and traditional land
uses (such as recreation,
hunting, grazing, etc.),” the
statement said, adding that
“while the air force uses air-
space over the United
States, the FAA owns and
controls all of it and we
comply with all of their 
regulations.”

The air force’s low-level
flight training program
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Policy Act process by pre-
senting new air . . . use in a
piecemeal fashion.” The air
force produced a draft
statement in the mid-1980s,
but it was never finalized. 

In a prepared statement,
the air force said that the
low-level training conduct-
ed in military operations
areas is essential for combat
readiness and provides
American pilots with the
realistic experience neces-
sary to maintain proficiency
and reduce U.S. casualties.

“The air force works
closely with federal agen-

consists of thousands of
miles of routes and covers
approximately one million
square miles. According to
the suit filed by the West-
ern Environmental Law
Center, the program in-
cludes training flights
flown by pilots from for-
eign militaries such as the
German and Singaporean
air forces, who use their
own aircraft. Low-level
training flights are con-
ducted in “low-altitude air-
space,” a band extending
from 3,000 feet to 100 feet
above ground level. Most

flights are in the 200–500
foot range. 

“To a large extent, the air
force has chosen to use air-
space directly above the
National Wilderness
Preservation System, the
National Park System, the
National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System, and the Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem,” according to the law
center. They contend that
in a typical month, the air
force schedules more than
48,000 domestic training
flights.

—Bret Lortie

When women arrived at
the gates outside

Britain’s Greenham Com-
mon in 1981 to protest NA-
TO’s decision to place cruise
missiles there, few could
have predicted that 18
years later there would still
be trailers and tents outside
the base gates. When the
missiles went home in
1989, the women stayed.
When the base closed in
1992, the women stayed.

Then nobody thought the
women would go home. 

On September 5, 1999,
the eighteenth anniversary
of the first march, they fi-
nally did.

The story of Greenham
Common is now a piece of
Cold War folklore. Al-
though the peace camp was
often known best for its
most sensational aspects—
the children born and
raised there, the alternative
lifestyles, or the easily paro-
died leftist stereotypes—
the camp boasted many vic-
tories. In December 1982,
30,000 women joined hands

in a circle around the base,
and in April of the following
year, 70,000 supporters
formed a 14-mile human
chain linking Greenham
with the British nuclear
weapons labs at Burghfield
and Aldermaston. Another
50,000 women brought
down part of the fence that
December, bringing 

The case resulted in hung
juries. 

Camp members plan to
commemorate their activi-
ties by turning their former
home at Greenham into a
historical site with sculp-
tures, gardens, standing
stones, and information
kiosks. 

—B.L.

And then they went home

An early 1980s protest at the main gate to the U.S. Air Force base at Greenham Common.
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